
	  

 
How to try out 
Step 1: Sign up for a tryout time 
Step 2: Fill out the online questionnaire 
Step 3: Prepare your witness portrayal(s) 
Step 4: If you’re interested in being an attorney, prepare a 2-3 minute speech 
Step 5: Attend your tryout! 
 
Step 1: Sign up for a tryout time 
 

Tryouts will be held Friday, August 25; Saturday, August 26; and Sunday, August 27. 
Each tryout will last about 15 minutes. You can sign up on the Join page on our website, 
www.virginiamocktrial.org.  
 
Step 2:  Fill out the online questionnaire 
When you sign up for a tryout time, please fill out our short online questionnaire. It’s on 
the same page	  as the tryout sheet. We promise it’s not too long; we just ask for a little 
background and contact info so that we can get in touch with you about your tryout. 
 
Step 3:  Prepare your witness portrayal(s) 
Everyone who tries out must prepare at least one witness. If you want to be considered as 
an attorney, you must prepare one of three witnesses: (a) Dakota Mandsager; (b) Taylor 
Strombom; or (c) Robin Wheeler. If you don’t plan to give a speech to be considered as 
an attorney, you’ll also need to prepare another witness named Jan DeFoe 
 

For this part of the tryout, a current program member will act as the attorney and ask 
you questions, just like you’re testifying at a trial. Each witness has a brief script of 10-15 
questions and answers, which you can find at the back of this packet. You should feel 
free to alter or expand on all the answers in the scripts we've written, and there are also a 
few questions in each script where we give you the chance to write an entire answer 
yourself. If you’re trying out as an attorney, it’s fine to have the script with you for your 
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witness portion. If you’re trying out as a witness-only, we’d ask you to memorize at least 
one of the two scripts. 
 

Be creative in preparing your witness(es)—come up with a character, wear a costume, 
use an accent. For tips about creating a great witness, see the one-page “Tips For Creat-
ing A Great Witness” sheet later in this packet. 
 
Step 4:  If you want to be considered as an attorney, 
prepare a 2-3 minute speech 
You do not have to tryout as an attorney. But, if you want to, you’ll also need to prepare a 
2-3 minute speech. Specifically, we’d like you to write a closing argument for either the 
prosecution or the defense for a trial involving a fictional character. For example, in the 
past, we’ve had people defend Scar against charges of murdering Mufasa or prosecute 
Batman for violating an anti-vigilante law. 
 

Be creative! You pick the crime, you name the defendant, and you tell us why s/he 
should or shouldn’t go to jail. Feel free to make up any facts, witness testimony, or evi-
dence that you’d like. Have fun with it.  
 

Don’t worry: we’re not grading you on the format of your speech or your knowledge of 
the law. What we care about are your public speaking ability and your ability to develop a 
compelling argument. We’re looking for presence, passion, persuasiveness, and poise. 
For that reason, we’d ask that you not use any notes when giving your speech. 
 
Step 5: Attend your tryout! 
Obviously, the most important part of the tryout process is … the tryout. A few things 
to remember for the day of: 
• Please arrive at least 5 minutes before your scheduled tryout time. Call our President, 

Liam Fineman at (561) 568-1933 if you’re having any trouble. 
• Dress code: If you want to be considered as an attorney, wear a suit if you have one. If 

not, no big deal: we’d suggest a collared shirt or blouse and slacks or a skirt. For 
witness tryouts, we strongly encourage costumes that fit whatever character you’ve 
crafted. Please arrive at your tryout dressed for whatever part you’d like to do first. 

 
What happens next? 
Our tryout process has two rounds. We’ll let you know if you made it to the second 
round no later than the evening of Tuesday, August 29. The second round of tryouts will 
be Wednesday, August 30; Thursday, August 31; and Friday, September 1. 
 
Questions? 
Please contact our President, Liam Fineman at (561) 568-1933 or lcf2db@virginia.edu .  



Prosecution Direct Examination of Dakota Mandsager 
 

Skyler Sinclair was a college student involved in a drug operation with other members of her school. When 
Skyler learned that one of her accomplices, Jamie Robinson, was actually an undercover police officer, she 
arranged to meet Robinson at the Midlands Marina. The next day, Jamie Robinson was found beaten to death 
with a baseball bat. Dakota Mandsager never knew either of these people, but did see someone carrying a 
baseball bat down to the marina on the night of March 18, 2016, the night before Jamie Robinson was found 
dead.  That same night, Robinson walked into Mandsager’s store before walking down to the marina. 
Mandsager was potentially the last person to see Robinson alive. 

 
1.   Could you please introduce yourself to the member of the jury? 

a.   Introduce yourself to us in character! 
2.   Where do you work, M. Mandsagar? 

a.   In this answer, you should name the convenience store where you work, but also describe something 
unique about your job. It can be something in your affidavit, but it doesn’t have to be. Many of the 
best answers we’ve used for character witnesses can’t be found in the affidavit. 

3.   How did you end up working at Lande’s Landing? 
a.   You won’t find an answer for this in the affidavit. Be creative! Try to give us a sense of who your 

character is in this answer. 
4.   Where exactly is that store?  

a.   About 45 minutes from town. We’re right next to the Midlands Marina. 
5.   Mr. Mandsagar, I want to talk to you about March 18th of last month. Were you working that 

night? 
a.   After saying “yes, I was working,” give us an explanation for how you remember being at the store 

that night. Again, this won’t be a fact that you necessarily find in your affidavit so you should have 
fun with it.  

6.   How many people did you see in or around your store that night?  
a.   Just two. One girl and one guy. 

7.   When did you first see the first person?  
a.   Just before 10 p.m. She pulled up in a silver Honda.  

8.   What happened next?  
a.   Use this answer to discuss and describe, in detail, the ski mask that you see the woman put on. 

9.   So what’d the defendant do after she put on that mask?  
a.   Describe the baseball bat she pulled out of the trunk: What did it look like? Did she try to hide it 

or did she think she was safe because nobody was watching her?  
10.  So what’d the defendant do after you saw her with that mask and bat?  

a.   She looked around, and then walked down the path . . . towards the Marina. 
11.  You mentioned seeing someone else that night, a man. When was that?  

a.   Just a few minutes after I saw the woman go down to the Marina. 
12.  Could you describe that man to the jury?  

a.   Yes. He came into the store. He was white, had short hair and was very tall. Easily 
over 6 feet.  



13.  If I showed you a photograph, could you tell us whether that photograph shows the man 
you saw? (We will provide the photograph, no need to worry about that) 

a.   Of course 
14.  Your Honor, may I show the witness what’s been entered as Exhibit 5, the photo? 
15.  Do you recognize what I just handed you?  

a.   Yes. This is the man I saw in the store. He bought a Gatorade and walked out. 
16.  After he left your store, where’d he go?  

a.   I watched him head down the path to the docs and never saw him again (Pause, 
remember that this man is the person who was killed and you were probably the last person to ever 
see him alive). He was walking down the same path the woman with the bat and mask 
went down just a few minutes before. 

Nothing Further. 
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Defense Direct Examination of Taylor Strombom 
 
Skyler Sinclair was a college student involved in a drug operation with other members of her 
school. When Skyler learned that one of her accomplices, Jamie Robinson, was actually an 
undercover police officer, she arranged to meet Robinson at the Midlands Marina. The next 
day, Jamie Robinson was found beaten to death with a baseball bat. Taylor Strombom is a 
classmate of Sinclair’s. The purpose of this defense-side direct is to give Sinclair an alibi for the 
time of the murder. 
 

1. Could you please introduce yourself to the members of the jury? 
a. Introduce yourself to us in character! 

2. Are you in school? 
a. Sure am! I am a sophomore at Midlands State University.  

3. What do you study at Midlands State? 
a. In this answer, you should tell us about what you plan to study while there. It can be 

something mentioned in your affidavit, but it doesn’t have to be. Many of the best answers 
we’re used for character witnesses can’t be found in the affidavit.  

4. Do you know someone named Skyler Sinclair? 
a. I do. (Tell us how you met Skyler. Include the base answer from the affidavit but feel free 

to expand on that!) 
5. How well would you say you know Skyler? 

a. Be creative! Give us some examples. 
6. I want to talk about the evening of March 18th, where were you that night? 

a. I was at a music concert for class. With Skyler. 
7. Why were you and Skyler at a concert? 

a. Well, Skyler and I are in this class together – Music in the Midlands. We have 
to go to two concerts a semester, write a paper… that’s how we get our 
grade. 

8. When was the first time you saw Skyler that night? 
b. Right before the concert began, so 8 p.m. I was sitting in my seat and I saw 

Skyler sit down 3 rows in front of me. 
9. Was that the only time you remember seeing Skyler that night? 

c. No. I saw her again at end of the concert. 
10. What was she doing? 

d. Our teacher has this sign-in sheet to prove we were at the concert. Skyler 
signed it right before I did.   

11. Do you remember what time it was when you saw Skyler sign that sheet? 
a. Well the concert was two and a half hours long… so it had to be about 10:30 

at night.  
12. M. Strombom, between 8 pm and 10:30 that night, did you ever see Skyler leave the 

concert? 
a. No. Not at all. She was sitting just three rows ahead of me…the whole time. 	  
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AFFIDAVIT OF TAYLOR STROMBOM

After being duly sworn upon oath, Taylor Strombom hereby states: I am 20 years old and 1 

competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed.  2 

I am a sophomore at Midlands State University. I’m involved in a lot of extracurricular 3 

activities at MSU, but the most important to me is Mu Tau, my co-ed Student Social 4 

Organization. I’m currently the Social Chair for Mu Tau.  Next year, I’m going to run for 5 

president, to make Mu Tau great again! Joining Mu Tau is the best thing that happened to me 6 

since I’ve been at MSU. 7 

I know Skyler Sinclair, but not really, really well. Skyler was my pledge parent when I 8 

was rushing Mu Tau, but we haven’t really hung out since. Skyler lives with Alex Everett, who 9 

is also in Mu Tau, but I’ve only been over to Skyler’s and Alex’s apartment a couple of times. 10 

It’s a nice place. It’s in Bulldog Apartments, which is the nice apartment complex that is part of 11 

the residence hall system. It is right next door to the Watt Performing Arts Center on campus. 12 

The best part about living in Bulldog is that the Resident Assistants never come around to check 13 

on anything, or so I’m told. 14 

I think Skyler and Alex use the lack of RA supervision to run their little side business. 15 

Skyler never explicitly mentioned it to me when I was rushing Mu Tau. But last December, as I 16 

was studying for finals, I needed something to stay awake and alert. I asked my friend Payton if 17 

she preferred Red Bull or 5 Hour Energy. She told me that she had a better idea: Adderall. I 18 

talked with Skyler, and Skyler hooked me up with a few pills for free. They kept me awake and 19 

helped me ace the final for my Philosophy of Adele class. Let me be clear, though. I wasn’t 20 

using Adderall like the other people at MSU; I was using it just to help with finals. It worked, but 21 

I swear I never ever went and bought any from Skyler (or anyone else). I think Red Bull is 22 

delicious. I should also say that I have no idea if Skyler and Alex were working with Malcolm or 23 

not. I’ve seen the news and heard the rumors: Malcolm is the organized crime lord of Midlands.  24 

No one crosses Malcolm and lives to tell about it. I just can’t believe Skyler and Alex would be 25 

in the same league as that guy.  26 

In the spring of 2016, Skyler was enrolled in my Music in Midlands class. I say 27 

“enrolled” because Professor Harris called Skyler’s name on the first day of class (Skyler 28 

skipped … it was syllabus week after all), and I saw Skyler in class a couple of other times. 29 

There are about 60 people in the class, so you can’t always tell whether Skyler skips class or not. 30 
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But, when I see Skyler, I always sit next to Skyler in class. I even thought of asking Skyler for 31 

some more Adderall. But, Skyler had high prices, and Skyler didn’t cut deals for anyone that 32 

Skyler couldn’t use for a favor later on. 33 

Alex wasn’t in my class, and I only saw Alex again once we started winter practices for 34 

our intramural softball team. Skyler, Alex, and I all play on the Mu Tau team. It’s a long walk to 35 

the intramural fields for games, and Skyler usually drives us since neither Alex nor I have a car 36 

on campus. Skyler has a great parking spot in the lot right behind the Watt Performing Arts 37 

Center. Skyler’s car, a silver Honda with a Midlands Marauder’s plate MSUBOSS, is always 38 

parked in that lot. Skyler doesn’t let anyone else drive the car, not that Alex would want to—39 

Alex grew up in New York City and is terrified of driving. I’m positive that Alex has never 40 

driven a car before.  41 

The Mu Tau team is pretty decent—well, Alex is really good, but the team isn’t very 42 

good. Alex is taller than Skyler—about 3 inches taller, probably. Alex is also a much better 43 

athlete (though Skyler is the only person on our team who bats left-handed, which can throw 44 

some pitchers for a loop). Alex has a lucky orange bat that Alex always uses, and Alex won’t let 45 

anyone else touch it.  Alex is really superstitious like that. I have literally never seen anyone 46 

other than Alex touch that bat. Alex stores the bat (in its bag) in the trunk of Skyler’s car. 47 

We thought we had a shot at winning the league this year because Alex is so good, but 48 

that all came to a screeching halt the first week in February. We were practicing indoors in the 49 

Rec Center when Alex stepped funny and fell to the floor. I felt sorry for Alex. (Bawling on the 50 

gym floor in front of all of your friends isn’t a good look on anyone.) Alex had surgery to repair 51 

Alex’s ACL right after that. 52 

In March of 2016, it seemed like Alex and Skyler were feuding with each other. I saw 53 

both of them at Mu Tau’s annual Cops and Robbers party on the evening of Friday, March 11. 54 

(Skyler was the robber wearing all black, a black ski mask, and black flip-flops … Skyler loves 55 

flip-flops; Alex wore a cheap cop uniform that Alex probably bought from Toby’s Supplies.)  I 56 

heard Skyler and Alex screaming at each other. I’m not sure if they were arguing over their 57 

apartment, their business, or what. I heard Skyler say to Alex, “With Mickey not doing anything 58 

and you taking over my job, it looks like you’re trying to get rid of me. I won’t allow that.”  Alex 59 

said, “Sounds like I need to watch my back.” Skyler just looked at Alex with a weird look and 60 

said “I’ll do better than that” and walked away. I didn’t see them together again that night.  61 
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Alex got off crutches in the beginning of March 2016, but up until the last time I saw 62 

Alex (around March 15, 2016), Alex was limping around like Alex’s left leg was on fire. 63 

The evening of Friday, March 18, 2016, I attended a live musical performance for the 64 

Music in Midlands class at the Watt Performing Arts Center on the Midlands State University 65 

campus. As part of the class, you have to go to two on-campus concerts (one before midterm and 66 

one after midterm) and write papers connecting the concerts back to your personal experiences. I 67 

procrastinated, so I was stuck going to the last concert before the break: a solo performance of a 68 

man with his sitar. I was less than thrilled. 69 

I got to the Watt Center at 7:45pm. The place was packed, and I didn’t see anyone from 70 

my class when I arrived. Just as the lights went down, I thought I saw Skyler sitting three rows in 71 

front of me. It was hard to tell because the person I think was Skyler was wearing all black, and I 72 

only saw the back of this person’s head. Some other people from class trickled in before the 73 

music started. The concert was pretty dark … just the man and his sitar under a single spotlight. 74 

I didn’t see Skyler at the concert’s intermission, but I wasn’t really looking for Skyler. 75 

After the concert, I saw Skyler sign the sign-in sheet.  Professor Harris doesn’t go to the 76 

concerts, so she uses a sign-in sheet that they put out at the end of the concert—that way you 77 

can’t just sign in and leave. (I don’t think the professor has figured out that you can also just slip 78 

in at the end and sign without sitting through the concert, but I wasn’t going to burst her bubble 79 

on that loophole.) I never got a chance to talk to Skyler at the concert. By the time I made it over 80 

to the sign-in sheet, Skyler had vanished. There was only one name other than Skyler’s on the 81 

sign-in sheet when I signed it. I signed in right under Skyler. I then went back to my apartment, 82 

and pulled an all-nighter working on the paper for my Music in Midlands class. I didn’t leave my 83 

apartment the rest of the night.  84 

I heard that Skyler is accused of that murder at the Midlands Marina (a place I’ve never 85 

visited), but I swear I saw Skyler at the beginning of that concert, and that was at 8:00pm. I 86 

remember because I thought it was ridiculous that you would wear flip-flops to a concert! You 87 

should dress up for things like this! But, Skyler wears flip-flops everywhere. I’ve never seen 88 

Alex wear flip-flops. I also saw Skyler at the end of the concert, at about 10:30pm or so. I can’t 89 

say that I saw Skyler during the concert’s intermission, but I wasn’t really looking for Skyler. 90 

Yeah, there weren’t very many people from our class at the concert, but it was packed with other 91 

people. Who knew that sitar music is so popular? 92 
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I am so ready for this case to be over.  I like to watch Law & Order on TV, but 93 

participating in real life is not so much fun.  The only other time I’ve been in a courtroom was 94 

when I got picked up for shoplifting in sixth grade.  I wasn’t technically convicted of a crime (so 95 

I never have to check that box on job applications), but I was adjudicated delinquent.  I’ve kept 96 

my nose clean ever since. 97 

Of the documents and exhibits I have been shown in this case, I am familiar only with the 98 

following: Exhibit #1 looks like the ski mask that Skyler had at the Cops and Robbers party. 99 

Exhibit #2 looks like flip-flops I’ve seen Skyler wear. Exhibit #4 is a picture of Alex’s bat. 100 

Exhibit #10 is the sign-in sheet that Skyler and I signed at the end of the sitar concert on March 101 

18, 2016. The attorneys showed me the text of Stipulations #6 and #7, and they accurately 102 

describe my friends Skyler and Alex. 103 

I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this 104 

statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my testimony, 105 

and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit if anything 106 

new occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case. 107 

   Taylor Strombom 108 
 109 

Duly Subscribed and Sworn By Me on this, the 25th day of March, 2016:    110 
   Monica Davis 111 

         Notary Public 112 



 
Prosecution Direct Examination of Robin Wheeler 

 
Skyler Sinclair was a college student involved in a drug operation with other members of her school. When 
Skyler learned that one of her accomplices, Jamie Robinson, was actually an undercover police officer, she 
arranged to meet Robinson at the Midlands Marina. The next day, Jamie Robinson was found beaten to death 
with a baseball bat. Robinson had been investigating the drug scheme with his/her wife/husband, Robin 
Wheeler. On the night before Wheeler’s husband/wife was murdered, Wheeler dropped Robinson off at the 
marina; that was the last time Wheeler saw his/her wife/husband. 
 

1.   Could you please introduce yourself to the jury? 
a.   Hi, my name is Robin Wheeler. 

2.   What do you do for a living sir/ma’am? 
a.   I’m a police officer over in Polk County.  

3.   Where do you live? 
a.   I live in Midlands City, on the west side of town. My husband/wife and I bought our 

house there about 10 years ago.  
4.   Who is your husband/wife? 

a.   Jamie Robinson (include the fact that he/she is now dead and how long it’s been since your that 
night) 

5.   How did you meet your husband/wife? 
a.   The right answer to a good character question may not necessarily be in the affidavit. This is your 

chance to be creative. 
6.   What did your husband/wife do for a living? 

a.   She/He was a police officer too. She/He worked for the Midlands State Police 
Department.  

7.   What kind of work did your husband/wife do with the MSPD? 
a.   He was in the undercover operations division. Before she/he died, we were actually 

investigating a drug trafficking case together at MSU, Midlands State University.  
8.   Can you tell the jury whether the name Skyler Sinclair ever came up during that 

investigation? 
a.   Well, sure. Sinclair was one of the students being investigated. Jaime had the lead on 

her. 
9.   Sir/ma’am, we need to walk through what happened on the day your husband/wife died.  

a.   I understand. 
10.  When was the last time you saw him/her? 

a.   It was a little before 10PM. I just dropped him/her off at the Midlands Marina.  
11.  Why did you go to the marina that night? 

a.   Use the information from the affidavit and your own sense of Wheeler’s character to describe why you 
drove your husband/wife to the marina that night. 

12.  What happened when you got to the marina? 
a.   Jamie got out of the car, he walked into the store. And that … was the last time I 

ever saw him.  
 



13.  What happened after you got home? 
a.   Use the information in the affidavit to explain the steps you took to figure out what happened to 

your husband/wife. You don’t know what’s happened at this point, but you are frantically trying to 
get answers. 

14.  What happened next. 
a.   Explain to the jury that you now realize your husband/wife isn’t coming home. 











Prosecution Direct Examination of Jan DeFoe 
 

Skyler Sinclair was a college student involved in a drug operation with other members of her school. When 
Skyler learned that one of her accomplices, Jamie Robinson, was actually an undercover police officer, she 
arranged to meet Robinson at the Midlands Marina. The next day, Jamie Robinson was found beaten to death 
with a baseball bat. Jan Defoe was the crime scene investigator who analyzed the physical evidence found at 
the scene of the murder. The point of this direct is to explain the surfaces where blood was found and the 
scientific process used to match portions of that blood to Skyler Sinclair. 

1.   Could you please state your name for the record? 
a.   Sure. I’m Jan DeFoe.  

2.   What do you do for a living, sir/ma’am? 
a.   I’m a crime scene investigator with the Midlands Crime Lab. 

3.   How long have you worked there?  
a.   About four years now. 

4.   What sort of educational background do you have?  
a.   Use the report to describe your background to the jury.  

5.   What was your role in the investigation of the defendant, Skyler Sinclair?  
a.   It was my job to analyze the blood evidence in this case and determine whether it could 

link M. Sinclair to the scene of Officer Robinson’s death.  
6.   So what sort of blood evidence did you collect?  

a.   Three types. Blood spatter from the dock where Officer Robinson’s body was found, 
blood from the bat that we recovered near that scene, and blood from a mask that we 
recovered near M. Sinclair’s apartment. 

7.   M. Defoe, let’s focus first on the blood you found on the bat. 
a.   Alright 

8.   What condition was the bat in when you and your team found it?  
a.   There was a four-by-six-inch bloodstain on the barrel of the bat and a half-

centimeter side stain on the handle.  
9.   So what’d you do next?  

a.   I compared the blood sample from the bat to samples we obtained from Jamie 
Robinson during the autopsy and Skyler Sinclair after her arrest.  

10.  How’d you compare them?  
a.   I used something called a polymerase chain reaction, or a PCR test.  

11.  What’s a PCR test?  
a.   Try to describe the PCR test in the easiest way possible. However, still try to make sure you cover 

all of the important functions the test serves. 
12.  How does it do that? 

a.   A great answer to a question like this will typically use an analogy to explain the science more 
easily. Using the report and what you learn about PCR, come up with a good analogy in this 
answer.  



13.  So what’d you find when you compared the blood on the bat to those samples you got? Let 
me show you. As you can see, it was an identical match to Jamie Robinson.  

a.   We found two matches. On the barrel, Jamie Robinson. And on the handle, Skyler 
Sinclair.  

 
 
















