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Mock Trial team wins national championship

Team beats wins out over
two-time champion UCLA
By Jocgueline Minneman

The University of Vineinia mock trial
team won the Collegiate Mock Trial
National Championship, held in Des
Moines, lowa this past wivkend

Competing among 64 teams over the
course of two days the University's team
beat Harvard in the final round to win
the cham Fm‘n'-hip.

“This was onée of the toughest week-
ends in mock mal,” fourth-year College
student and mock tnal secretary Benja-
min Sachs said. “We faced some of the
toughest teams.”

Members of the Unuversity's team
include fourth-vear College students
Benjamin Sachs and team captain

Samantha Batemen, 1H:ird-:|.'1~.!|1 LLI]]t:_F_',c
students Mostafa Abdelkanm and team
captain Daniel Young, second-year Col-
lege students Sean Hamidi and  Jamar
Walker and hrst-vear College students
Kyann Burke and Steve Kanjo

According to Sachs, a mock trial
tournament consists of prosecution and
defense teams arguing a single case in
four separate rounds. In vanous tour-
naments tj-mn.u.:hr-ul this vear, leams
from 4:1:-||+3g|_'5 and universities across the
country angued a criminal case in which
the plaintiff was charged with kidnap-
ping a child, Sachs said

“In every round, you direct your
witnesses and cross examine the other
leam's witnesses, and that's what makes
it s0 adversarial,” he said.

According, to Young, teams compete
at invitational tournaments in the fall
Then, each of the 600 teams in the coun-
try is assigned to a regional tournament

“If you finish first or second [at the
regional tournament|, you get a bid for
the national -._'h.1|:11pinr'.-}'.|:,*." Young
ﬁ._1|1.l

The Urnaversity's team won the Gettys-
burg Regional Tournament and was one
of 64 teams to advance to the national
level, Young said

“We beat Harvard to win the national
championship.” Young said. "That
makes us the number one team out of
600 in the country.”

In securing the championship, the
University's team ended the winning
streak of two-ime delending champions
UCLA Sachs sad

“Onr extraordinary preparation led o
this win,” Sachs said, ating five to cights
hours of practice each day in the weeks
leading up to the tourmament. “In mock
trial, you have to think on vour feet. We
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tried to stay two steps ahead
of our opponents, and it
really paid off.”

Besides the national cham-
pionship, the University's
team won several individual
awards this past weekend
as well.

The All-Amenican Attomey
award was given to Young,
and Abdelkarim received

the All-American Witness
award. These awards are
given to the top 10 attorneys
and witnesses in each divi-
sion, Young explained.
According to Young, the
University sent two teams
to the national tournament
in 2004, finishing in 12th
and 14th place. Last year,
the University’s team lost a
tiebreaker in the final round
of regionals and did not

qualify for the national tour-
nament.

Both Young and Sachs said
'|'j‘IE!.-' are very pleased with
the national title.

“Over the past couple of
years, mock trial has become
one of the most competitive
pre-law organizations on
Grounds, and we're ve
happy to have had such a
successful season,” Sachs
said.

Lourtesy Benigmin Sachs

The winning U.¥. Mock Trial team gathérs around the Naotional Chompionship Trophy.



